
	  

	  
	  
Mandatory Read 
Savvy    1070L     by Ingrid Law 
Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her "savvy"--a magical 
power unique to each member of her family--just as her father is injured in a terrible accident (Series). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________	  
 
The Hostage Prince – Book 1     by Jane Yolen 
"Snail, a midwife's apprentice in the Unseelie Court, meets Prince Aspen, a Seelie prince being held as a 
hostage in order to prevent a war. In thinking that they are stopping the war, they instead trigger one." (Series) 
 
Half a World Away  Lexile 670    by Cynthia Kadohata 
Twelve-year-old Jaden, an emotionally damaged adopted boy fascinated by electricity, feels a connection 
to a small, weak toddler with special needs in Kazakhstan, where Jaden's family is trying to adopt a "normal" 
baby. 
 
Echo         by Pam Muńoz Ryan 
Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined in a prophecy, a 
promise, and a harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and 
Ivy in California find themselves caught up in the same thread of destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth 
century, struggling to keep their families intact, and tied together by the music of the same harmonica. 
 
The Cottage in the Woods     by Katherine Coville 
Presents the story of "Goldilocks and the Three Bears" as told by young Teddy's governess, who came to work 
at the Vaughn family "cottage" shortly before a golden-haired girl, ragged and dirty, entered the home and soon 
became a beloved foster child, until evil characters tried to take her away. 
 
Rain Reign        by Ann B. Martin   
Struggling with Asperger's, Rose shares a bond with her beloved dog, but when the dog goes missing during a 
storm, Rose is forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels, even if it means leaving her routines in order 
to search for her pet. 
 
El Deafo      by Cece Bell 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new friends while 
wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! (Graphic Novel) 
 
The War that Saved my Life      by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley   
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English countryside during 
World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away from their abusive mother. 
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The Meaning of Maggie      by Megan Jean Sovern 
Eleven-year-old Maggie Mayfield is an A-plus student with big plans for herself, but at this moment she is also 
facing a lot of problems--like starting middle school and figuring out how to help her father who is out of work 
and in a wheelchair. 
 
The Dumbest Idea Ever!      By Jimmy Cownley 
What if the dumbest idea ever turned your life upside down? At thirteen, Jimmy was popular, at the top of his 
class, and the leading scorer on his basketball team. But all that changed when chicken pox forced him to 
miss the championship game. Things went from bad to worse when he got pneumonia and missed even more 
school. Before Jimmy knew it, his grades were sinking and nothing seemed to be going right. How did Jimmy 
turn things around, get back on top at school, and land a date with the cutest girl in class? (Graphic Novel) 
 
Anybody Shining      by Frances O’Roark Dowell   
In a series of letters to her cousin, twelve-year-old Arie Mae relates her life in a mountain valley of North 
Carolina in the 1920s. 
 
Nest         by Esther Ehrlich 
On Cape Cod in 1972, eleven-year-old Naomi, known as Chirp for her love of birds, gets help from neighbor 
Joey as she struggles to cope with her mother's multiple sclerosis and its effect on her father and sister. 
 
Stay Where You Are & Leave  880L   by John Boyne 
Four years after Alfie Summerfield's father left London to become a soldier in World War I he has not returned 
but Alfie, now nine, is shining shoes at King's Cross Station when he happens to learn that his father is at a 
nearby hospital being treated for shell shock. 
 
Cartwheeling in Thunderstorms 720L   by Katherine Rundell   
Will must find her way after she's plucked out of a wonderful life in Zimbabwe and forced to go to boarding 
school in England. 
 
The One and Only Ivan  570L    by Katherine Applegate  
When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby 
elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life. 
 
Monstrous        by Marcy Kate Connolly 
Kymera, who has a raven's wings, a snake's tail, and a cat's eyes and claws, loves the father who brought her 
back to life after a wizard killed her, but she begins to question his motives, especially after she connects with a 
boy in the town from which she is rescuing sick girls. 
 
The Witch’s Boy  630L     by Kelly Barnhill 
When a Bandit King comes to take the magic that Ned's mother, a witch, is meant to protect, the stuttering, 
weak boy villagers think should have drowned rather than his twin summons the strength to protect his family 
and community, while in the woods, the bandit's daughter puzzles over a mystery that ties her to Ned. 

 
Guys Read: The Sports Pages     by Jon Scieszka 
A witch doctor puts a curse on Derek Jeter and a lucky grapefruit determines the winner of the World Series in 
ten funny and inspiring original sports stories. Black-and-white illustrations.  (Series) 
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The Crossover       by Kwame Alexander  
Can Josh, a basketball player who, as he puts it, is “Always AGITATING / COMBINATING / and 
ELEVATING his game,” succeed without his twin, Jordan, alongside him?  
 
Greenglass House      by Kate Milford 
At Greenglass House, a smuggler's inn, twelve-year-old Milo, the innkeepers' adopted son, plans to spend his 
winter holidays relaxing but soon guests are arriving with strange stories about the house sending Milo and 
Meddy, the cook's daughter, on an adventure. 
 
Fish in a Tree      by Lynda Hunt 
Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is as dumb as they think she is because she still doesn't 
know how to read. 
 
The Terrible Two      by Mac Barnett & John Jory 
When master prankster Miles Murphy moves to sleepy Yawnee Valley, he challenges the local, mystery 
prankster in an epic battle of tricks but soon the two join forces to pull off the biggest prank ever seen. 
 
The False Prince 710L    by Jennifer Nielsen 
In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be selected to 
impersonate the king's long-missing son in an effort to avoid a civil war. (Series) 
 
Tall Story 670L    by Candy Courlay 
Sixteen-year-old Bernardo, who is eight feet tall and suffers from a condition called gigantism, leaves the 
Philippines to live with his mother's family in London, much to the delight of his thirteen-year-old half sister 
Andi, a passionate basketball player. 
 
The Graham Cracker Plot      by Shelly Tougas 
Calamity ensues when almost twelve-year-old Daisy and her sometimes best friend Graham try to break 
Daisy's father out of prison. 
 
Smile 410L    by Raina Telgemeier 
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls, severely injuring 
her two front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, 
embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, there's still more to 
deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be not so friendly.  
(Series/Graphic Novel) 

 
Non-Fiction 

Frozen in Time      by Mark Kurlansky 
Adventurer and inventor Clarence Birdseye had a fascination with food preservation that led him to develop and 
patent the Birdseye freezing process and start the company that still bears his name today. His limitless curiosity 
spurred his other inventions, including the electric sunlamp, an improved incandescent light bulb, and a harpoon 
gun to tag finback whales. This true story of an early inventor/entrepreneur is not only thrilling but also explains 
the science and early technology behind food preservation.  
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Chernobyl’s Wild Kingdom: Life in the Dead Zone by Rebecca L. Johnson 
After the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear explosion in Ukraine, scientists believed radiation had created a vast and 
barren wasteland in which life could never resurface. But the Dead Zone, as the contaminated area is known, 
doesn't look dead at all. In fact, wildlife seems to be thriving there. The Zone is home to beetles, swallows, 
catfish, mice, voles, otters, beavers, wild boar, foxes, lynx, deer, moose—even brown bears and wolves. Yet the 
animals in the Zone are not quite what you'd expect. Every single one of them is radioactive. 

 
 

The Next Wave: The Quest to Harness the Power of the Oceans  by Elizabeth Rusch 
Journey to the wave-battered coast of the Pacific Northwest to meet some of the engineers and 
scientists working to harness the punishing force of our oceans, one of the nature’s powerful and renewable 
energy sources. With an array of amazing devices that cling to the bottom of the sea floor and surf on the crests 
of waves, these explorers are using a combination of science, imagination, and innovation to try to capture wave 
energy in the hopes of someday powering our lives in a cleaner, more sustainable way. 
 
Writing Magic  780L      Gail Carson Levine 
Author Gail Carson Levine shares her secrets of great writing. She shows how you, too, can get terrific ideas for 
stories, invent great beginnings and endings, write sparkling dialogue, develop memorable characters—and 
much, much more.   (Writer to Writer 2nd Book) 
 
Arctic Thaw: Climate Change and the Global Race for Energy Resources  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   by	  Stephanie	  Sammartino	  McPherson	  
As climate change quickly transforms this “icebound frontier into a land of opportunity,” the Arctic has become 
“the scene of an ever-growing power struggle.” Source notes. Glossary. Selected bibliography. Sources for 
further information. Index. Full-color photographs and maps. 
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